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fish. As their population increased, the size of perch  
decreased resulting in a fishery most anglers lost 
interest in.   
 
Tiger muskie (a sterile cross between muskellunge and 
northern pike) has been used in other areas of the 
country to control perch and it is hoped they will serve 
a similar role here. Both muskellunge and northern pike 
co-exist with yellow perch in their native habitat and 
feed on perch heavily.  Their release along with shift of 
trout release size and release of tiger trout are all part of 
a plan intended to restore better trout fishing to 
Phillips Reservoir. 
The Tiger Muskie released into Phillips came from 
Wyoming Fish and Game. Releases will be made and 
evaluated for the next 5 years 
 
 
HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

High Lakes Stocking 
The Cascade portion of the biennial high lakes air 
stocking effort occurred July 8-12, 2013. Flights began 
early Monday morning at Mount Hood Meadows and 
finished by noon on Friday in Klamath Falls. A 
combination of ideal weather, state of the art 
navigation equipment and hardworking staff resulted in 
a highly successful and efficient effort. Twenty flights 
resulted in approximately 400,000 fish released into 370 
lakes. Staff from the Clackamas, The Dalles, Corvallis, 
Bend, Springfield, Klamath Falls and Central Point 
offices participated in the effort. Species released 

included 
rainbow, 
brook and 
cutthroat 
trout. Fish 
were reared 
and 
transported 
from Oak 
Springs, 
Wizard Falls, 

Fall River and Klamath Hatcheries. Additional stocking 
will occur in the Northeast Region high lakes during 
August. The fish liberation device in use since 1997 is 
aging and required considerable maintenance related 
repairs prior to stocking. Early discussions are 
occurring regarding long-term maintenance and repairs 
to the existing device or fabrication of a new one. 
 
High Desert Region Fires 
Wildfires in the Klamath Watershed District during the 
current fire season have burned less than 50 acres.   
 
 

One fire on Hart Mountain NAR burned 28 acres and 
all the others have been in forested habitats.  
 
The Malheur Watershed District has experienced fewer 
fires than normal but the average size has been larger 
than the long-term average. The trend of larger fire size 
has been occurring for the last decade and is likely due 
to increased invasive species, accumulation of fine fuels 
and longer, drier fire seasons.  To date six fires have 
consumed 67,700 acres including 5,621 acres of core 
sage grouse habitat and 15,026 acres of low-density 
habitat. Only one lek has been lost to fire this year.  
The Owyhee Fire near Owyhee Dam is the largest to 
date (44,509 acres) but did not affect sage grouse 
habitat.  Firefighting was hampered by the steep terrain 
of the Owyhee Canyon.  The Stockade (6,613 acres) 
and Crowley (12,935 acres) 25 miles south of Riverside 
accounted for most of the lost sage grouse habitat.  
From 2002-11, an average of 67,738 acres per year has 
burned the Vale District of BLM.   
 

2013 MAWD  
Large Fires   

Name 
Total 
Acres

Acres 
Core 

Acres 
LD 

 
Leks

Specific 
Location

Crowley 12,935 5,621 7,333 
4 mi NW 
of Crowley 

Curry 
Canyon 2,574 0 0 

2 mi N of 
Juntura 

Owyhee 44,509 0 0 
Owyhee 
Dam Area

Shumway 680 0 680 1 
4 mi S of 
Juntura 

Stockade 6,613 0 6,613 
4 mi W of 
Crowley 

Southfork 400 0 400 
6 mi S of 
Venator 

Totals 67,711 5,621 15,026 1   
 
The Deschutes Watershed District had two fires on the 
Lower Deschutes Wildlife Area: a 6,000-acre fire 
started by a camper that burned 5 miles along the river 
upstream from Sharps Bar and a 35-acre fire started by 
a train that burned approximately 3/4 mile below 
Rattlesnake Rapids.  Active fires in the watershed 
include a 330-acre fire in lodgepole pine south of 
LaPine and an almost 49,000-acre fire on the Warm 
Springs Reservation.  The fire has moved north from 
rangeland into forested areas. 
 
Most of central and southeast Oregon remains 
extremely dry and the potential for large-scale wildfires 
will likely continue through early September.   
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SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Coquille Valley Wildlife Area monitoring 
Baseline monitoring for fish, wildlife, and water quality 
began last winter to set the stage for future restoration 
and management of the new Wildlife Area.  
 
ODFW biologists conducted fish sampling, bird 
counts, and water quality measurements such as water 
temperatures and dissolved oxygen levels.    Local area 
residents accompanied staff on some of the sampling 
efforts. 
 
Wildlife surveys:  Four bird surveys were conducted 
between December and July.  Surveys were conducted 
on foot along berms on the Winter Lake Tract, and by 
canoe on the Beaver Slough tract.   Species 
composition during these surveys changed with season.  
This may reflect changes in use by neotropical migrants 
during their migration, as well as changes in the 
availability of forage.  Overall birds counted ranged 
from over 4,000 individuals in February to less than 
200 in July. 
 
 In December at flood stage, we saw a mix of dabbling 
and diving ducks on both the Winter Lake and Beaver 
Slough tracts.  
 In February when flooding had begun to subside, large 
numbers of primarily dabbling ducks were using the 
Winter Lake tract.  In addition, on the Beaver Slough 
tract, large numbers of neotropical migrants, primarily 
yellow-rumped warblers, were using the flooded 
willows to feed on insects.   
 
In March, overall abundance of birds on the area had 
declined.  At that time, flooding on the Winter Lake 
Tract had subsided and little standing water remained.  
 
In July, low summer water levels prevailed, and staff 
observed very few waterfowl on either tract.  However, 
we observed an increase in neotropical migrants that 
nest primarily in the Beaver Slough Tract. 
 
Fish Surveys:  From December to June, staff used 
hoop traps, minnow traps, and seines to assess the 
distribution, species composition, and general 
abundance of fish in the Winter Lake and Beaver 
Slough tracts of the CVWA.   
 
On the Winter Lake tract, staff collected pre-smolt 
coho salmon, cutthroat trout, three-spined stickleback, 
and Pacific lamprey ammocoetes as well as non-native 
bullhead catfish, yellow perch, red swamp crayfish, 
mosquitofish, and bullfrog tadpoles.   
 

On the Beaver Slough Tract, pre-smolt coho salmon, 
cutthroat trout, three-spined stickleback, and non-
native bullhead catfish were captured.   
 
Seining occurred on the Winter Lake tract in the 
flooded pasture ground in December and January (no 
coho captured).  Minnow traps were set in the channels 
of the Winter Lake tract from late February through 
mid-March (no coho captured).  Hoop traps were set 
four times on the Winter Lake tract and 3 times on the 
Beaver Slough tract.  Nearly 120 coho were collected 
on the Beaver Slough tract with 6 hoop net sets, while 
almost 30 were collected on the Winter Lake tract with 
10 hoop net sets. 
 
Water Quality and Water Levels:  Staff took water 
temperatures in conjunction with trapping efforts.  
Locations for more long-term temperature and water 
level monitoring equipment installation were reviewed.  
Staff ordered mobile equipment for monitoring 
dissolved oxygen in early June, and dissolved oxygen 
measurements are planned for the upcoming months.  
Long-term thermograph equipment will be obtained as 
sites are identified.   
 
Several water level loggers were purchased in June and 
will be installed in the next couple of months. 
 

 
 
Winchester Ladder Lamprey Ramp 
During the first week of June, staff from Central Point, 
Roseburg, and Salem installed a new lamprey ramp at 
Winchester Dam on the North Umpqua. 
 
From 1966 – 1972, between 14,000 and 46,000 lamprey 
passed through the Winchester Dam fish ladder 
annually. Since then, there has been a coast-wide 
decline in lamprey numbers.  At Winchester Dam, 
annual lamprey numbers dropped from an average of 
approximately 6,000 during the 1970s and 3,000 during 
the 1980s, to less than 200 since the 1990s. 
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Although lamprey still successfully use the ladder, 
ODFW sought ways to improve passage.  We used a 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) grant 
to build a lamprey ramp to enhance passage.  The ramp 
was placed near the ladder’s low water entrance.  A 
sump pump was used to provide water for the ramp. 
The lamprey ascend the wetted vertical wall, then enter 
the covered ramp way. A counting mechanism was 
installed in the top holding box so that lamprey would 
be counted via a trip-floor as they exited the ramp.  
Lamprey started using the ramp within 48 hours of 
installation.  
 
As of mid- July, over 23 lamprey have used the ramp.  
Staff and engineering are still working on refinements 
to improve and streamline the ramp.   Due to high 
flows events, the ramp will have to be installed each 
spring and removed each fall.  The ramp will be in 
operation during the primary lamprey run, since most 
lamprey pass the ladder from June through August. 
 

 
 
 
NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Bear Cub Return  
Two bear cubs orphaned in 2012 near Yachats were 
rehabilitated at a facility in Lynnwood, Washington this 

past winter.  
District staff 
retrieved and 
released 
those cubs 
last month 
on remote 
U.S. Forest 
Service 
property 

near the capture site.  We were unable to add a radio-
collar to either cub’s neck (both are ear-tagged) because 
of their enormous neck girth.  Both bears weighed 
almost 200 pounds, and were in excellent condition. 
 
Sandy River Fish Management 
Installation of our third Sandy basin weir and fish trap  
 

was completed and the facility became operational on 
July 2.  This is a modified resistance board weir that 
spans 80 feet of channel near the mouth of the Bull 
Run River.  Staff operates this facility, in addition to 
weirs on the Salmon and ZigZag rivers, in order to 
manage hatchery and wild fish interactions in the Sandy 
basin. 
 

 
 
Portland Raccoon Incident 
ODFW staff investigated a recent report of a Portland 
resident being bitten multiple times by a raccoon. The 
person was walking five very small dogs near her 
apartment complex. There were three raccoons at a 
garbage collection area nearby.  One of the dogs ran 
towards the raccoons and a confrontation with one of 
them ensued. The person intervened, grabbing the 
raccoon by the scruff of the neck and throwing it off 
the dog.  The dog ran away to safety, but the raccoon 
redirected towards the dog owner, biting her legs and 
arms and continuing to bite after she fell down.  The 
interaction ceased when the raccoon was frightened 
away by an approaching citizen.   
 
The person was treated for the bites at a local hospital.  
Staff will be contacting the apartment complex to 
inquire about raccoon complaints from their residents, 
and to discuss garbage management and other safety 
precautions to minimize the potential for future 
conflicts. 
 
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
David Lane, Acting Deputy Administrator 

Easy Angling Oregon 
Figuring out where to go fishing can be a barrier for 
beginning anglers and families interested in fishing. 
Several years ago the Agency created the Easy Angling 
Oregon publication to help steer those interested to 
family-friendly places that offered a good chance to 
catch a fish, easy-to-understand regulations and 
comfort facilities. This popular publication was recently 
updated. It was expanded to include 101 places to fish 
around Oregon, with more rivers, streams and ponds, 
and includes some entry level salmon and steelhead  
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fisheries and a few in-shore marine fishing, crabbing 
and clamming locations. In addition to describing the 

fisheries, nearby amenities and 
driving directions, the publication 
includes tips on fishing techniques, 
caring for the catch and additional 
resources available from ODFW.  
 
Easy Angling Oregon will be 
distributed through ODFW offices, 
Family Fishing Events, select 
Visitor Centers, and other 

appropriate distribution points.  
 
Additional Hunter Education Field Days and 
Adult Pheasant Hunting Workshops 
Over the years the Agency turned away potential new 
hunters because there weren’t enough late season (late 
summer/fall) hunter education field days and adult 
pheasant hunting workshops to meet the demand.  To 
increase the supply of these courses and workshops the 
Agency is hiring ten temporary employees through an 
increase in Pitman-Roberts funds. 
 
These employees will be trained to the Agency’s 
standards for administering the field day courses and 
safely holding pheasant hunting workshops. They will 
be strategically placed in teams of two in areas with the 
most demand (Portland, Salem, Springfield, Bend and 
Klamath Falls). Each team will have an outfitted trailer 
to facilitate their work. The new hires will also do local 
outreach promoting these offerings. 
 
Passing the field day portion of hunter education is the 
final requirement of students before graduating. It 
provides an opportunity for instructors to observe the 
students and how they handle firearms. Pheasant 
hunting workshops offer instruction on hunter safety, 
pheasant hunting equipment and techniques, an 
introduction to shotgunning and an afternoon hunt 
with local volunteer dog handlers. 
 
“Foodie” Outreach 
In recent years, there is talk of growing interest in 
fishing and hunting from foodies, locavores, and DIY 
(do-it-yourself) types-people who want local, organic, 
free-range meat and a more personal connection to 
their food.   
 
To capitalize on this growing interest, the Agency 
partnered with Nicky USA, a licensed game-meat 
butcher and distributor to many of Portland’s top 
restaurants, to host some of the area’s top chefs at a 
“Meat, Greet & Skeet” event. The event was a way for 
ODFW to introduce the chefs to the shooting sports. 
Agency staff gave firearms safety instructions,  
 

and discussed the importance of fishing and hunting in 
wildlife management as a way to harvest their own 
meat and connect with nature. After the presentation, 
the chefs shot shotguns, archery equipment and 
muzzleloaders under the guidance of ODFW and 
volunteer instructors. Many of the chefs shot for the 
first time.   
 
The goal of the event was to get people influential in 
the food scene thinking and talking about fishing and 
hunting as a source of organic, free-range meat. And 

the chefs did talk about 
it-social media posts 
about the event included 
Facebook posts, Tweets 
and Instagram photos 
from chefs with OX 
Restaurant, Departure 
Lounge, Racion, Serratto, 
Lincoln Restaurant, 
Olivar Restaurant in 
Seattle.   
 
 

Gregory Gourdet, Departure Restaurant. 
 
Also invited to the event were local, regional and 
national reporters. The event was covered by food 
writers, not just outdoor writers. This helped the 
Agency reach a different audience. An Associated Press 
food story about the event was distributed nationally 
and seen at ABCNews.com, SFGATE.com, and web 
pages throughout the country.  Eater PDX wrote about 
the event along with Salem Statesman Journal.  
 
The Agency plans additional outreach to this audience 
through marketing, educational events and culinary 
events. 
 
 
MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM 
Caren Braby, Program Manager 

Pinniped Aerial Surveys 
For the first time since 2006 MRP has conducted aerial 
surveys of harbor seal populations over much of the 
Oregon coastline. The surveys were done in 
collaboration with Oregon State Police, who provided 
pilots and air time. This animal hauls out for pupping 
in May-June at distinct rookery sites, which allows a 
narrow window for accurate population assessment. In 
addition to being charismatic and highly visible to 
coastal visitors, harbor seals are top predators in the  
nearshore food web and therefore important to 
nearshore ecology. MRP has led the west coast effort in  
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understanding harbor seal food habits as well as 
estimating population status over the past 30+ years. 
MRP plans to survey the entire Oregon coastline in 
2014 and continue aerial survey efforts annually. 
During the Territorial Sea Plan process, harbor seal 
survey results were used to direct ocean energy 
development away from important haul out areas. 
MRP’s marine reserves program will also be using the 
survey results to better understand the role of these 
animals, which have a fairly tight home range, in marine 
reserve food webs.  

 
In addition, MRP also resumed aerial surveys of Steller 
sea lion populations in Oregon for the first time since 
2008.   This year’s survey was part of a coordinated 
range wide effort to estimate the population size of the 
eastern stock of Steller sea lions, which is distributed 
from northern California to southeast Alaska.  This 
work will contribute information necessary for 
implementing the recovery plan for the eastern stock of 
Steller sea lions pending their delisting as threatened 
under the Endangered Species Act.” 
 
Halibut Season Going Quickly 
There has been remarkable effort and catch for 
Oregon’s Pacific halibut this year.  The 10-hour 
commercial opener on June 26 was very successful 
catching approximately 118,000 pounds out of a total 
quota of 174,000 pounds.  The second opener on July 
10 easily caught the remaining 55,000 pounds resulting 
in the commercial season being closed for the year.  
The central coast recreational fisheries (nearshore and 
spring all-depth) have met their quotas of 166,000 
pounds, with the final halibut fishing opportunity being 
the summer all-depth opening today and tomorrow 
(August 2-3)with a quota of 23,000 lbs.  Landed fish 
have been bigger than usual with an average weight of 
17 pounds. There is still significant quota remaining in 
the Columbia River area spring allocation, which has 
approximately 50% remaining (4,700 lbs) as of late July.  
 
Wave Energy Development – update 
Ocean Power Technologies (OPT) was awarded the 
nation’s first hydrokinetic license from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) on August 14, 
2012. The license was awarded to OPT after more than 
seven years of discussion, negotiation and compromise  
 
 

among developers, agencies, and stakeholders. Just 
following the licensing date, OPT deployed part of the 
infrastructure for the first wave buoy, their plan to 
deploy all of the buoy components was unsuccessful 
due to construction delays followed by inclement 
weather.  Since the partial deployment in September 
2012, OPT has met additional financial, legal, and 
regulatory difficulties and equipment failure. OPT is 
working on options to address the financial, legal and 
regulatory issues and have agreed to the state’s request 
to remove the faulty equipment from their project site, 
approximately 1.5 miles off the coast of Reedsport. The 
equipment that will be removed includes a cement 
anchor with internal ballast chambers (when filled with 
air, the ballast chambers provide enough buoyancy to 
float the building-sized anchor), and an auxiliary sub-
surface buoy (ASB) which also contains ballast 
chambers, and the associated mooring lines. The 
decommissioning request was made in light of an 
uncertain timeline for OPT to deploy the remaining 
components needed for the first of 10 buoys, and in 
light of the fact that the partial deployment displaces 
other ocean users, particularly fishermen, from the 
project area while not yet providing any benefit from 
harnessing ocean energy.  
 
 
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Fisheries  
Trooper Herman (Astoria) and Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Officer Anderson 
(Cathlamet) recently conducted a joint boat patrol on 
the lower Columbia River.  During the patrol contact 
was made with a boat having three steelhead anglers on 
board.  All three of the anglers were using barbed 
hooks.  When asked if they had retained any steelhead, 
one of the anglers held up two steelhead fillets.  One of 
the filets had not been trimmed enough, and the 
officers could plainly see an adipose fin that had been 
cut off.  This angler was cited criminally for Unlawful 
Possession of a Non Adipose Fin Clipped Steelhead, 
Unlawful Possession of Mutilated Steelhead, and for 
Angling Prohibited Method - Barbed Hooks for 
Steelhead.  The other two anglers were cited for 
Angling Prohibited Method - Barbed Hooks for 
Steelhead.   
 
On the same patrol, the officers contacted two other 
steelhead anglers fishing from the bank in a remote 
area on the river.  A consent search revealed that they 
were in possession of two steelhead fillets, and a 
second whole steelhead, neither of which had been 
tagged.  Both anglers were using barbed hooks as well.  
One of the anglers was cited criminally for Unlawful  
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Possession of Mutilated Steelhead, Fail to Immediately 
Validate Harvest Card - Steelhead, and for Angling 
Prohibited Method - Barbed Hooks for Steelhead.  The 
other angler was cited for Angling Prohibited Method - 
Barbed Hooks for Steelhead. 
 
Outreach 
Troopers from the Tillamook Worksite were involved 
with an event for the Wounded Warrior Project on 
Three Rivers.  This event started last year when 
Trooper King (Tillamook Patrol) worked with a local 
landowner to allow wounded soldiers returning from 
war in Afghanistan and Iraq an opportunity to fish for 
Spring Chinook on a world class fishery.  The event has 
grown and is now known as Hooked On Heroes with 
Sergeant Hoodenpyl (Tillamook) and Chief Don Taylor 
(Turner Police) assisting in preparing a large meal after 
the soldiers completed their day of fishing.  Trooper 
King spends countless hours working with the 
landowner and the military to get soldiers scheduled for 
flights and is also responsible for shuttling the soldiers 
to and from the airport.  During this year’s event 
Lieutenant Shugart (NW Region) and Trooper Galusha 
(Tillamook) attended the event and met with the 
soldiers.  Hooked On Heroes is planned to be held 
annually and OSP and ODFW plan to continue 
support for this event. 
 
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
August 2, 2013 


